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Research Title A STUDY OF GENERAL CONDITIONS, NEEDS IN
DEVELOPMENT, AND PROBLEMS OR OBSTACLES IN
WEAVING AMONG GROUPS OF “MUDMEE” WEAVING
VILLAGERS IN THE LOWER NORTHERN REGION

Author Assistant Professor Amnuayporn.. Soonthomsamax
- Faculty Science and Technology
~ Institute - Rajabhat Institute Pibulsongkram Phitsanulok
Year 2002
Abstract

The purpose of this study was to explore conditions, needs, and problems of
weaving villagers. Specifically, there were three main areas of study which consisted
1) general conditions of weaving family, weaving tool, weaving process, product
merchandising, and supporting from government, 2) needs in development of
workforce, tools or machines, weaving process, merchandising, capital, and gaining
supporting from government, 3) problems or obstacles arisen from “Mudmee”
weaving activity.

Populations of this survey research were 3,875 villagers from 122 weaving
groups in 8 provinces of the lower northern region. Subjects were purposively
selected from 16 groups, 2 from each province. The total subject were 650 people.
Research tool was a structured interviewing asking about general conditions, needs in
development, and problems or obstacles. Data was analyzed using arithmetic means
and percentage.

The findings were as follows:

1. In the area of general conditions, it was found that most of the weaving
\1llager> were farmer. There was small amount of weaving tool. Weaving materials
were mostly bought from marketplace. Designs and patterns S used for making products
were derived from villagers’ ancestors. Leaves pattern is the most popular decoration
on products. Most of the products were wearing apparels. Villagers’ own homes were
mostly used as marketplace. Product prices were generally subject to the villagers®
consideration. Loaned capital for investment was approximately 2,001-5,000 baht.
The most supportive government organization was the Department of Community
Development. :

2. In the area of needs in development, it was found that there was an
increase demand on workforce. Villagers prefer weaving to be a full-time career
rather than a part-time job. There was a need for every kinds of weaving tool,
especially for weaving machines. A need to produce different kinds of clothes was
also risen. Cheap weaving materials, development in designs and patterns using
machine were crucial needs. A demand on how to merchandise and a need for more
capital were also essential.

3. In the area of problems or obstacles, it was found that there was
infrequent workforce among the villagers. Weaving tools were old, damaged, and
inadequate. There were not enough products to serve market needs. Weaving
materials were very expensive and easily faded. Decoration on the weaving products
was not attractive. Ended products were sold at low price. There were a lack of
knowledge and skills in transforming product and a lack of reserved capital. Supports
from government in terms of money, expert, and product display were also critical.
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